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rganizati

1., The headquarters of the VEB Arzneimittelwork Dresden is situated at Dresderi« +
Radebeul, Gartenstrasse 16-18. The combine has been formed from the follow=

ing four separate firms:

a. Madaus - Dresden-Radebeul, Gartenstrasse 16-18.

b. Wecusta =~ Dresden, Leipzigerstrasse.

¢, Gehes und Co. - Dresden, Melssenerstrasse.

d. Alkaloidfabrik - Dresden~Radebeul, Birkenstrasse.

2. Prlor to the géneral reorgenization of the industry, the combine belonged
to the VVB Pharma, whichyin turnswas subordinate to the State Secretariat for
Chemicals, Stones, and Clays. In early 1953, the VVB Pharma was dissolved
and the majority of the firms which it had controlled, including the VEB
Arzneimittelwerk, were made subordinate to the newly founded Main Depart-
ment for the Pharmaceutical Industry of the Ministry of Health. This
department is staffed by former officilals of VVB Pharma, and the princi-

pal officials ares

a. Head of Department — Duebler (fnu) (appeintment as yet only provisionsl).

b. Scientific head - Dr, Fichtner (chemist).

¢. Technical head -~ Dr, Hentze.

Basic Distribution of Production Assignments

3. The production programs of the four firms of which the combine was compoged
have undergone coniderable changes from the days when the firms were inde-
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pendent. The program is divided, in general, as follows:
a. Madaus - production of penicillin and xanthooillin.
manufacture of ampules.
The preparation of homoeopathic medicines was formerly the main
acsignment of this plant; but is now becoming more and more the
responsibility of the firm Homoepharm, Leipzlg, formerly Wilmar
Schwabs., :
b, Gehe - manufacture of tablets
-~ gpecisl preparations:
- galenical pharmacy (emulsions, solutions)
- no experimentel work :
6. Wecusts = ointments and ointment bases
- organic preparations
- olls for olocks .
- special preparstions including en injectable hLoney ’
preparation, "™elven" and an orgenle preparation, thrombin,
d. Alkeloidwerk - preparation of alkaloids and glycosides.
Broduction of Antiblotics
The monthly produstion of peniocillin by the former Madaus factory averages
10,000,000,000 units, It is dlstributed in East Germany and not used for
export, reperations, or storage. The quality of the penicillin for use
by injection is inferior to that produced by Jenapharm., The factory uses
the following tenks for penicillin production:
One 10,000 liter tank
One 6,000 liter tenk
Two 4,000 liter tank
Two 2,000 liter tenk
Depot penieillin is not yet produced. The installations formerly used for
“penicillin production by the surface system are now given over to xantho-
¢11lin production.
An average of 3 kgs of xanthoeillin is also being produced monthly by the
Madaus factory. This antibiotic was developed in the factory but origin-
ally it was refused recognition in the,East’Géfméh”Pﬁafmhcbiééia"bY“the"“
Central Advisory Council (Zentrale Gutachtenausschuss) as being both super-
fluous end unsuitable. The persons most responsible for this decision were
Professor Linser? and Professor Heuschild>. They based their objections
on the assumphion that it would only contribute to the development of resis-
tent strains of pathogenic bacteria. As xanthoeillin was designed ex~-
clusively for local application and it could be proved that it had been
8o used experimentally without producing any resistent bacteria, this
objection was shown to be invalid, and finally the use of xanthocillin for
local application was approved.
Xenthocillin is produced in the following forms:
8. Xanthoeillin powder - principally for intra-peritoneal use.
b. Eyedrops and ointments - for ophthalmology, surgery and‘dermatology.
¢. Capsules - for dental surgery.
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‘A preparation for injection in oonjunction with "Jenacein" or "Novocain®

18 being developed for use in dental surgery. No general injestion prepa-
retion 1s contemplated, as xenthooillin 1s not suitable for this.

Development Work Carried out by the Alkeloidwerk

Th 1946, a chemist named Kesselring (fru), of the Madsus firm began ex-
périments té produce morphine and to convert the morphine obtained into
codeine., As the space occupled- by the firm was inadequate, empty
premises in Radebeul, Birkenstrasse,were taken over and the following
yesr the Alkaloidwerk was formed at that site.

The Alkaloidwerk, which employs some 40 to 50 persons JiE very primitively
equipped., Working conditions are very poor and because of illness the
the abséntee rate is high.

8.

b.

Ce
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' The prineipal development work being carried out in the factory is as follows:

Conversion of raw mirphine (from poppy capsules coming from Goerlitz)‘
into morphine DAB 6-.

Qonveraion of morphine into codelne.

Atropine - production from belladonna roots, obtained from Bulgaris
and Rumenis, allegedly largely for export %o the USSR, v

Ergot alksloids. Ergob is produced by the artificial impregnation of
corn with Clavicepg purpures. The factory cannot, of course, underteke
the complicated prodeses of separating the various ergot alkeloids, so
only s . mixed preparation is obtained. An attempt by Dr. Robert Thren
to oultivate Claviceps purpures by & submersion process falled; the
fungne did grow, but 1t revesled no alkalold oontent.

Glvooside - "Panlspet". A new preparation oalled "Panlanat® is to be
merketed, which, like the von Beyersdorf, Hemburg, preparation, is

mede from Digitalis lensts.

Rutin. The buckwheat glycoside. This has vasoconstrictory properties
and will be converted into a preparation called "Rutabion".

Strophanthin. Attempts to produce a preparation of the West German
Bayer types combining"Novocain®and sirophanthin have failed. The
approach to the task was smateurish; a solution of the appropriate
eoncentration of Movocain' hydrochléride and gtrophanthin was prepafed,
made into ampules and sterilized. The injection of the solution resul-
ted in the death of two patlients; the cause of death has not been
established but two theories advanced are:

(1) decomposition of the "Novooain” on sterilization;

(2) hydrélytic geparation of the glycoside by the dissociated
"Novocein" hydrochloride.

"Dionin" and Dilaudid®. The development of "Dionin" and "Dilaudid" up
%o the technical production stage 1s ended .,

Dihydrocodeinon ("Eucod4l"). This is to be produced by a process worked
out by the chemical and scientifie director of the Alkaloidwerk, Dr.
Stein (fmu).
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~ Pergonpel (all names phonetic)
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a, Head of Combine: Dipl, ed Kraft, Metallurgist., Member of
SED. 25X1

b, Elanning: mist) Dr. Froehlich,

25X1
o. Péersonnelt __Georg Hoffman...SED. |
25X1
d. SED Secretary: The principal SED Seoretary is Bischoff (fmu). At
present, he is in treining and affairs are in the.
25X1 hande of the second secreta Paetzold (fnu
e. ‘Sglentiflo emploveess
(1) i o t+ Dr. Robert Thren.
125X1
(2) Tec director: Dr. Heinz Falta, Chemist.
25X1
Rudi Beyersdorf.
25X1
f. Development work: Merkel (fmu). Pharmacist,’
25X1

g. Alkaloid research:
(1) Dr. Stein (fra); chemist.,

(2) Dr. Walter Siebeck; pharmacist; glycoside research.
(3) Dr. Schaefer (fnu); chemist; organic preparations at Wecusta.

(4) Dr. Lieschke (fru); physiciang recently resigned.
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-5 - 1 asx
1.:|§9_m_m§m_n DAB stands for Deutsches Arzneibuch.

2.@@@3: Professor Karl Linser is the direotor of the Berlin
Humbolt University skin olinle and a former Ministry of Health 6fficial,

3.| I_Q_Qx_nggu: Professor Fritz Heuschild, the director of the Leipzig
University pharmecological institute.
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